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56 Years ago a missionary 

story captured the headlines 

of the world

1955: Operation Auca begins: 5 

young men move into the 

jungles of Andean Ecuador to 

reach the Waodani tribe



 January 6, 1956: friendly 
contact

 January 8, 1956: 5 
missionaries speared by 
Waodani warriors
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Nate Saint, 
Age 32

(Huntington Valley, Pennsylvania)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Nate_Saint.JPG


Jim Elliott, 
Age 28

(Portland, Oregon)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Jim_Elliot.JPG


Ed McCully, 
Age 28

(Milwaukie, Wisconsin)



Peter Fleming, 
Age 27

(Seattle, Washington)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:The_Flemings.JPG


Roger Youderian,
Age 31

(Lewiston, Montana)



Nate Saint's aircraft was discovered in 1994, 
buried in the sand along the Curaray River. 
The frame was reconstructed and is now on 
display at the headquarters of the Mission 

Aviation Fellowship in Nampa, Idaho.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Nate_Saint_Plane.jpg
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Rachel Saint and Betty Elliot with 
Valerie re-enter the Waodani
tribe to translate the Scripture…

--Summer, 1958



Kathy Saint's baptism by Waodani tribesmen Kim & 

Dyuwi (who took part in the spearings and killings). 

Steve Saint is waiting in the background for his turn.



Shaun, Stephenie and Jesse Saint (Steve Saint's 

children) are baptized by tribespeople, as Steve and his 

sister were, years before. Seven other Waodani teens 

were also baptized.



Rachel Saint (Nate Saint's sister) went back to the 

Waodani tribe with Elisabeth Elliot. She especially 

enjoyed the children, who named her "Star."



Rachel Saint's grave marker. She was greatly 

honored by the tribe. The marker reads: "Teaching 

us to walk God's trail, Star came."
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“He is no fool  who gives 
what he cannot keep 

to gain what he cannot 
lose.”

Jim Elliot
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"God's work done in God's way  
will never lack God's supply" 

James Hudson Taylor
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God had an only Son, 

and He made Him a missionary.

- Dr. David Livingstone
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"You can give 
without loving. 
But you cannot 
love without 
giving." 

-- Amy Carmichael
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Have you ever read a novel in 
a series?

Did you like the first story or the 
sequel best? 
Luke-Acts is one continuous story, 
but two separate books. 
Luke=all that Jesus began to do 
and teach
Acts=all that Jesus continues to do 
and teach…



Context:  Who Wrote Acts?

ÅDr. Lukeðthe Acts of the Holy Spirit through the 
eyes of a Gentile: 

Vdetailed historian

Vcompanion of Paul

VGentile

V18 of the 28 chapters chronicle the ministry of 
Paul “the apostle to the Gentiles”

Vand the new “door of faith” that God opened 
for the Gentiles
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Seeing the Cultural 
Boundaries in the Acts

VGalileans

VJudeans

VHellenistic Jews (living among many 
peoples)

VProselytes - Converts to Judaism 

VGod-Fearing Gentiles (from many 
peoples)

V“Pagan” Gentiles
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Beware:

Åthe radical nature of the Gospelé

ÅDo not confuse it with the cultural 
Christianity you have absorbed in the United 
Statesé 

ÅGospel witness or missions isé

ï--not franchising

ï--spontaneous, risky, scary

ï--incarnationalé
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The Progress of the Gospel

 Acts 1-7    Gospel to the Jewsð
From Jerusalem through Judea

 Acts 8-12  Gospel throughout Samaria (14 

years)

 Acts  13-28  Gospel to the Gentiles
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This is what was spoken by the 
prophet Joel: ñIn the last days, 

God says, I will pour out my 
Spirit on all people . . . and 
everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be 
saved.òðActs 2:16-17, 21



Acts 1-7  In Jerusalem

Ch 1:  Transitions: 
Ɓ1:8  Note the progressive geographic 
expansion

ƁTheme: How the Gospel broke out of its 
cultural prison to become cross-cultural

ƁPeter emerges as the spokesperson
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Ch 2: Holy Spirit Comes at 
Pentecost

Å2.1  Day of Pentecost: God attests to
change of regime by His power—

ÁSound of wind—invisible power

ÁFire—purifying passion

ÁTongues—proclamation 

VNot all power demonstrates God’s 
approval

VGod had to break them of—racism!
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2.2 The Essential Church—
The Missionary Nature of the Church

Worship—creates a climate conducive 
to…

Instruction—a plan of Biblical 
instruction

Fellowship—a safe-place, grace-filled 
environment for life sharing…

Expression—expressing God’s life in the 
Body…and in the surrounding 
community and world!

28



Acts Ch 3—5 

Å2.3 Normal kingdom growthé

VThe LORD of the harvest does 
the adding
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Reluctant Apostles 
or Acts of Obedience?

ÁDid the Apostleôs understand Christôs 
Mandate to reach all peoples?  Acts 1:8

ÁDid they act accordingly?

ÁWere they faithful witnesses?
1. Persistent in Big-Picture Vision

2. Bold in Public Witness

3. Faithful to Accelerate Gospel 
Breakthroughs
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Matthew

Parthia (Iran) and 

Ethiopia, 

in which he suffered 

martyrdom, 

being slain with a 

halberd in the city of 

Nadabah, A.D. 60. 



Matthew 8:9-10  
Roman Centurion

For I am a man under authority, 

having soldiers under me. And 

I say to this one, ñGo!ò And he 

goes; and to another, ñCome!ò 

And he comes; and to my 

servant, ñDo this!ò And he 

does it. When Jesus heard, He 

marveled and said to those 

who followed, ñTruly I say to 

you, I have not found such 

greatfaith, no, not in Israel.ò 



Peter

ÁWrote 1 Peter from Babylon (Iraq)

ÁMartyred in Rome under Nero



Doubting 

Thomas
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Believing 

Thomas



Simon the Zealot

Preached the Gospel

in North Africa, 

from Egypt to Mauritania.  

Partnered with 

Joseph of Arimathea

in pioneering Britain. There he 

was 

crucified, A.D. 74. 



Judas Thaddeus

Ministered in Syria 

and Mesopotamia 

(Iraq) before joining 

Simon in Britain 

where they were 

martyred together.
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Ch 3-5: Confrontation and 
Conflict

ÁHas anything changed in 2000 
years?

ÁSo, what does strange but important 
fact does that alert us to as we 
pursue Jesus’ mission in our world?
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Ch 4:  Barnabas Emerges in In 
Church

Acts 4:36-37  For what character 
traits is Barnabas nicknamed?

ÁContagious enthusiasm & 
encouragement

ÁGenerosity

ÁSo, do you ever do anything that 
simple
to build the Body of Christ?

40



Ch 7:  The Stoning of Stephen

ÅCh 7:  The Stoning of Stephen
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